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Charles M
. Russell

N
ational W

ildlife R
efuge

G
uide M

ap 
and Inform

ation

W
elcom

e

T
his blue goose,

designed by
J.N

. “D
ing”

D
arling, has

becom
e the

sym
bol of the

N
ational

W
ildlife R

efuge
System

.

Recreational
Opportunities
and Visitor
Inform

ation

A
utoTour

R
oute

M
echanized

Vehicles

E
ncom

passing approxim
ately

1,100,000 acres, C
harles M

. R
ussell

N
ational W

ildlife R
efuge (N

W
R

)
provides a rare opportunity to
experience w

ild lands and w
ildlife 

in a natural setting. V
isitors to the

R
efuge can enjoy R

efuge w
ildlife and

scenic grandeur in nearly the sam
e

surroundings as encountered by the
L

ew
is and C

lark expedition in 1805.

C
harles M

. R
ussell N

W
R

, m
anaged 

by the U
.S. F

ish and W
ildlife Service,

is one of over 540 refuges in the
N

ational W
ildlife R

efuge System
 – 

a system
 of lands set aside to conserve

w
ildlife and habitat for people today

and generations to com
e.

T
his brochure contains a detailed

R
efuge m

ap and im
portant R

efuge
regulations and inform

ation that w
ill

protect R
efuge resources, reduce

com
peting uses, and safeguard visitors.

Your cooperation is necessary to help
us preserve the R

efuge and its w
ildlife

resources. A
ctivities not described in

this brochure are prohibited
on the

R
efuge. C

ontact the R
efuge staff or

visit any R
efuge office to inquire about

regulations or R
efuge operations.

M
any w

ildlife-oriented recreational
opportunities are offered at C

harles
M

. R
ussell N

W
R

, including hunting,
fishing, photography, w

ildlife
observation, and hiking. T

he visitor
inform

ation that follow
s w

ill help
insure that your R

efuge visit w
ill be

safe and enjoyable. P
lease observe all

the follow
ing regulations to protect

yourself and R
efuge resources.

■
 Possession and/or consum

ption of
alcoholic beverages by persons
under the age of 21 is prohibited.
B

uying, selling, providing,
distributing, or allow

ing underage
persons to posses or consum

e
alcohol is prohibited.

A
 self-guided auto tour route, w

hich
m

ay be accessed from
 tw

o points along
H

ighw
ay 191 on the w

est side of the
R

efuge,provides
visitors the chance 

to see the R
efuge close-up and gain 

a better understanding
of R

efuge
resources. Interpretive stops

along 
the route provide inform

ation on the
w

ildlife, geology, and history of this
unique landscape. T

his auto tour route
is 19 m

iles long and takes 2-3 hours 
to com

plete.

■
 To lim

it erosion and to protect plants
and w

ildlife, m
echanized vehicles are

perm
itted only on num

bered R
efuge

roads that are designated as open.
Seasonal road closures m

ay occur.
■

 H
ard-surfaced, all-w

eather roads 
are

lim
ited to U

.S. H
ighw

ay 191 
on the w

estern end of the R
efuge and

severalhighw
ays around Fort Peck

on the eastern end of the R
efuge.

G
raveled roads include 101-107, 

201 to the R
ock C

reek B
oat R

am
p, 

and 321.
■

 A
ll other R

efuge roads are passable
only in dry w

eather. W
hen w

et, these
roads becom

e extrem
ely slick and

travel can be im
possible. V

isitors
should contact the R

efuge staff
or check locally for road conditions
before traveling off m

ain highw
ays.

■
 O

peration of m
echanized vehicles,

including all-terrain vehicles (A
T

V
s),

off of num
bered roads designated 

as open is illegal. O
ff-road vehicle

travel is not perm
itted for retrieving

dow
ned gam

e. T
he only exception is

that direct, off-road travel is perm
itted

to access tem
porary overnight

cam
psites w

ithin 100 yards
of a

designated road.
■

 A
T

V
s (m

otorcycles, quadricycles,
etc.) belonging to M

ontana residents
m

ust be street legal and have a m
etal

license plate. O
perators m

ust also
possess the proper driver’s license.
A

nyone intending to operate an A
T

V
on the R

efuge should contact the
R

efuge staff to ensure the A
T

V
m

eets the necessary requirem
ents

for legal operation. N
on-resident 

A
T

V
 ow

ners
w

ho w
ish to operate

their A
T

V
s on the R

efuge should
also contact the R

efuge staff
regarding licensing requirem

ents.
■

In w
inter conditions, m

echanized
vehicles are restricted to num

bered
roads that are designated as open
and to the ice of Fort Peck R

eservoir.
■

 Som
e access roads cross private

lands. P
lease exercise courtesy 

and respect private property.
■

 D
rivers should be prepared for

em
ergencies and changing conditions.

A
lw

ays carry shovels, tire chains,
first aid kits, and em

ergency food
and w

ater.
■

 P
roperly licensed snow

m
obiles 

are allow
ed only on the frozen

surface of Fort Peck R
eservoir.

■
 B

icycles m
ay be used only on

num
bered roads that are designated

as open.
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Projection: U
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H
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m
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Disclaim
er: This m

ap is a product of Charles M
. Russell N

W
R and is for reference purposes only.   

The m
ap is not designed to provide site-specific inform

ation or to be used at a scale larger than  
1:200 000. The m

ap is not a survey and should not be used to establish legal ow
nership. Inform

ation  
depicted w

as derived from
 various sources w

ith varying levels of accuracy. Reasonable efforts  
have been m

ade to ensure the accuracy of this m
ap, but it is not guaranteed to be w

ithout error.  
Charles M

. Russell N
W

R expressly disclaim
s responsibility for dam

ages or liability that m
ay arise  

from
 the use of this m

ap. 
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