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ACTI ON:  Proposed rul e.

SUMMARY: We, the U S. Fish and Wldlife Service (Service), propose to
designate critical habitat for the northern Great Plains breeding
popul ati on of the piping plover (Charadrius nelodus), pursuant to the
Endanger ed Speci es Act of 1973, as anended (Act). The proposed
designation includes 16 critical habitat units conprised of 11 areas of
prairie alkali wetlands, inland and reservoir |akes, totaling

approxi mately 196,576.5 acres [79,553.1 hectares] and 5 areas found

al ong portions of 4 rivers in the States of M nnesota, Montana,
Nebraska, North Dakota, and South Dakota totaling approximtely 1,338
river mles (2,153 kil oneters).

Critical habitat would include prairie alkali wetlands and
surroundi ng shoreline, including 200 feet (61 nmeters) of uplands above
the high water mark; river channels sociated sandbars, and
i slands; reservoirs and their sparsely vegetated shorelines,
peni nsul as, and islands; and inland | akes and their sparsely vegetated
shorelines and peni nsul as. Section 7 of the Act requires Federa
agencies to ensure that actions they authorize, fund, or carry out are
not likely to destroy or adversely nodify critical habitat. Section 4
of the Act requires that we consi der econom c and ot her rel evant
i mpacts prior to nmaking a final decision on what areas to designate as
critical habitat; we may exclude areas fromthe final critical habitat
determination if we deternine that the benefits of excluding these
areas outwei gh the benefits of including themin the final designation
As a result, the final designation may differ fromthis proposal
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