United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Mountain-Prairie Region
IN REPLY REFER TO:

FWS/R6 MAILING ADDRESS: STREET LOCATION:
ES Post Office Box 25486 134 Union Blvd.
Denver Federal Center Lakewood, Colorado 80228-1807

Denver, Colorado 80225-0436
TN 0 3 2004
Dr. Mary V. Ashley
Department of Biological Sciences
University of Illinois at Chicago

M/C 066, 845 West Taylor Street
Chicago, Illinois 60607

Dear Dr. Ashley:

Thank you for your willingness to review the enclosed report entitled, “Testing the Taxonomic
Validity of Preble’s Meadow Jumping Mouse (Zapus hudsonius (Z. h.) preblei)” by Dr. Rob Roy
Ramey I, Dr. Hsiu-Ping Liu, and Lance Carpenter of the Denver Museum of Nature and
Science. In your written review of the report, we ask that you focus on, but not limit yourself to,
the following questions:

(1) Do the morphology, ecology, and mtDNA data presented in the report support the
authors’ conclusions on synomyzing Z. h. campestris and Z. h. preblei?

(2)  Could you support synomyzing Z. h. campestris and Z. h. preblei without additional
genetics study (i.e., microsatellite data)? If not, what additional analysis is needed
and why?

(3) What is the importance of potential ecolo gicai, behavioral, or physiological
differences between Z. h. campestris and Z. h. preblei in substantiating or refuting
synonomy?’

(4)  What is the likelihood that the Z. h. preblei is substantially reproductively isolated
from other groups within the Z. hudsonius complex, especially from Z. h. campestris?

(5) Would the loss of what is now Z. h. preblei represent a substantial diminution of the

Z. h. campestris taxon? Its Range? Biological characteristics? Evolutionary legacy?
Other?

In order to assist you in your efforts, we have enclosed the following background information:

(1) A figure illustrating the geographic distribution of mtDNA samples included in
Ramey et al., indicating their assignment into Z. h. pallidus, Z. h. luteus, and
7 h. campestris (including populations assigned to Z. h. preblei) (compiled by
Dr. David J. Hafner, New Mexico Museum of Natural History);
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(2)  Maps illustrating the geographic distribution of jumping mice (a) in North America
by species and (b) along the Rocky Mountain front by Z. hudsonius subspecies
(Gary Beauvais, Wyoming Natural Heritage Programy);

3) The Final Rule to List the Preble’s Meadow J umping Mouse as a Threatened Species
(May 13, 1998) (63 FR 265 17) (as it outlines the state of the science at the time of
listing); and

(4) A draft of the Preble’s Meadow J umping Mouse Recovery Plan (which provides the
most recent summary of the subspecies--biology; distribution, abundance, and trends;
threats analysis; and other background information).

We recognize that these are complex issues and, due to the variety of experts we have selected,
one or more questions may be beyond your area of expertise. Should you feel unable to address
any of the above questions, please note this fact and disregard the question. If you require any
additional background information or have any other questions or comments, please contact
Seth Willey with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Denver Regional Office at 303-236-4257.

Please send your reviews by July 30, 2004, to Seth Willey at U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Ecological Services, P.O. Box 25486, Denver Federal Center, Denver, Colorado 80225, or email
them to seth_willey@fws.gov. Additionally, please enclose a copy of your vitae for our records.
If for some reason, your ability to participate in this process changes, please inform us as soon as
possible. :

Finally, we feel it is incumbent upon ourselves to inform you that the Freedom of Information
Act requires that all information in our files, including your response to the above questions, be

made available to the public upon request.

On behalf of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, thank you for taking time out of your busy
schedule to help us address these complex and difficult questions.

Sincerely,

| ﬁ(ﬂ(ﬁ(z@ HLW}%m@L

Regional Director

Enclosures



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Mountain-Prairie Region

IN REPLY REFER TO:

FWS/R6 MAILING ADDRESS: STREET LOCATION:
ES Post Office Box 25436 134 Union Blvd.
Denver Federal Center Lakewood, Colorado 80228-1807

Denver, Colorado 80225-0486
Dr. Robert Baker
Department of Biological Sciences
Texas Tech University
MS - 3131
Lubbock, Texas 79409

Dear Dr. Baker:

Thank you for your willingness to review the enclosed report entitled, “Testing the Taxonomic
Validity of Preble’s Meadow Jumping Mouse (Zapus hudsonius (Z. h.) preblei)” by Dr. Rob Roy
Ramey II, Dr. Hsiu-Ping Liu, and Lance Carpenter of the Denver Museum of Nature and
Science. In your written review of the report, we ask that you focus on, but not limit yourself to,
the following questions:

(1) Do the morphology, ecology, and mtDNA data presented in the report support the
authors’ conclusions on synomyzing Z. h. campestris and Z. h. preblei?

(2) Could you support synomyzing Z. h. campestris and Z. h. preblei without additional
genetics study (i.e., microsatellite data)? If not, what additional analysis is needed
and why?

(3) What is the importance of potential ecological, behavioral, or physiological
differences between Z. h. campestris and Z. h. preblei in substantiating or refuting
synonomy?

(4 What is the likelihood that the Z. . preblei is substantially reproductively isolated
from other groups within the Z. hudsonius complex, especially from Z. h. campestris?

(5) Would the loss of what is now Z. . preblei represent a substantial diminution of the

Z. h. campestris taxon? Its Range? Biological characteristics? Evolutionary legacy?
Other?

In order to assist you in your efforts, we have enclosed the following background information:

(1) A figure illustrating the geographic distribution of mtDNA samples included in
Ramey et al., indicating their assignment into Z. k. pallidus, Z. h. luteus, and
Z h. campestris (including populations assigned to Z.-h. preblei) (compiled by
Dr. David J. Hafner, New Mexico Museum of Natural History);
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(2) Maps illustrating the geographic distribution of jumping mice (a) in North America
by species and (b) along the Rocky Mountain front by Z. hudsonius subspecies
(Gary Beauvais, Wyoming Natural Heritage Program),

(3)  The Final Rule to List the Preble’s Meadow Jumping Mouse as a Threatened Species
(May 13, 1998) (63 FR 26517) (as it outlines the state of the science at the time of
listing); and

(4) A draft of the Preble’s Meadow Jumping Mouse Recovery Plan (which provides the
most recent summary of the subspecies--biology; distribution, abundance, and trends;
threats analysis; and other background information).

We recognize that these are complex issues and, due to the variety of experts we have selected,

one or more questions may be beyond your area of expertise. Should you feel unable to address

any of the above questions, please note this fact and disregard the question. If you require any
additional background information or have any other questions or comments, please contact

~ Seth Willey with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Denver Regional Office at 303-236-4257.

Please send your reviews by July 30, 2004, to Seth Willey at U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Ecological Services, P.O. Box 25486, Denver Federal Center, Denver, Colorado 80225, or email
them to seth_willey@fws.gov. Additionally, please enclose a copy of your vitae for our records.
If for some reason, your ability to participate in this process changes, please inform us as soon as
possible.

Finally, we feel it is incumbent upon ourselves to inform you that the Freedom of Information
Act requires that all information in our files, including your response to the above questions, be

made available to the public upon request.

On behalf of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, thank you for taking time out of your busy
schedule to help us address these complex and difficult questions.

Sincerely,

| *7{ ffﬂﬁiw Q \'lt,wjuwﬁt,

Regional Director

Enclosures



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Mountain-Prairie Region

IN REPLY REFER TO:

FWS/R6 MAILING ADDRESS: STREET LOCATION:
ES Post Office Box 25486 134 Union Blvd.
Denver Federal Center Lakewood, Colorado 80228-1807

Denver, Colorado 80225-0486

Dr. Robert D. Bradley JUN 0 3 2004 | 2
Department of Biology

Texas Tech University

P.O. Box 43131

Lubbock, Texas 79409

Dear Dr. Bradley:

Thank you for your willingness to review the enclosed report entitled, “Testing the Taxonomic
Validity of Preble’s Meadow Jumping Mouse (Zapus hudsonius (Z. h.) preblei)” by Dr. Rob Roy
Ramey II, Dr. Hsiu-Ping Liu, and Lance Carpenter of the Denver Museum of Nature and
Science. In your written review of the report, we ask that you focus on, but not limit yourself to,
the following questions:

i) Do the morphology, ecology, and mtDNA data presented in the report support the
authors’ conclusions on synomyzing Z. h. campestris and Z. h. preblei?

(2) Could you support synomyzing Z. h. campestris and Z. h. preblei without additional
genetics study (i.e., microsatellite data)? If not, what additional analysis is needed
and why?

(3) What is the importance of potential ecological, behavioral, or physiological
differences between Z. h. campestris and Z. h. preblei in substantiating or refuting
synonomy?

4) What is the likelihood that the Z. . preblei is substantially reproductively isolated
from other groups within the Z. hudsonius complex, especially from Z. h. campestris?

(5) Would the loss of what is now Z. h. preblei represent a substantial diminution of the

Z. h. campestris taxon? Its Range? Biological characteristics? Evolutionary legacy?
Other?

In order to assist you in your efforts, we have enclosed the following background information:

(1) A figure illustrating the geographic distribution of mtDNA samples included in
Ramey et al., indicating their assignment into Z. h. pallidus, Z. h. luteus, and
Z h. campestris (including populations assigned to Z. h. preblei) (compiled by
Dr. David J. Hafner, New Mexico Museum of Natural History);



Dr. Robert D. Bradley 3

(2)  Maps illustrating the geographic distribution of jumping mice (a) in North America
by species and (b) along the Rocky Mountain front by Z. hudsonius subspecies
(Gary Beauvais, Wyoming Natural Heritage Program);

(3) The Final Rule to List the Preble’s Meadow Jumping Mouse as a Threatened Species
(May 13, 1998) (63 FR 26517) (as it outlines the state of the science at the time of
listing); and

4) A draft of the Preble’s Meadow Jumping Mouse Recovery Plan (which provides the
most recent summary of the subspecies--biology; distribution, abundance, and trends;
threats analysis; and other background information).

We recognize that these are complex issues and, due to the variety of experts we have selected,
one or more questions may be beyond your area of expertise. Should you feel unable to address
any of the above questions, please note this fact and disregard the question. If you require any
additional background information or have any other questions or comments, please contact
Seth Willey with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Denver Regional Office at 303-236-4257.

Please send your reviews by July 30, 2004, to Seth Willey at U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Ecological Services, P.O. Box 25486, Denver Federal Center, Denver, Colorado 80225, or email
them to seth_willey@fws.gov. Additionally, please enclose a copy of your vitae for our records.
If for some reason, your ability to participate in this process changes, please inform us as soon as
possible.

Finally, we feel it is incumbent upon ourselves to inform you that the Freedom of Information
Act requires that all information in our files, including your response to the above questions, be

made available to the public upon request.

On behalf of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, thank you for taking time out of your busy
schedule to help us address these complex and difficult questions.

Sincerely,

%%{q@ Ylu«%w/f/-

Regional Director

Enclosures



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Mountain-Prairie Region

IN REPLY REFER TO:

FWS/R6 MAILING ADDRESS: STREET LOCATION:
ES Post Office Box 25486 134 Union Blvd.
- Denver Federal Center Lakewood, Colorado 80228-1807

Denver, Colorado 80225-0486

Dr.l Jesus Maldonado F:JUN 03 2004

Department of Conservation Biology
National Zoological Park

3001 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20008

Dear Dr. Maldonado:

Thank you for your willingness to review the enclosed report entitled, “Testing the Taxonomic
Validity of Preble’s Meadow Jumping Mouse (Zapus hudsonius (Z. h.) preblei)” by Dr. Rob Roy
Ramey II, Dr. Hsiu-Ping Liu, and Lance Carpenter of the Denver Museum of Nature and
Science. In your written review of the report, we ask that you focus on, but not limit yourself to,
the following questions:

(1) Do the morphology, ecology, and mtDNA data presented in the report support the
authors’ conclusions on synomyzing Z. h. campestris and Z. h. preblei?

(2)  Could you support synomyzing Z. h. campestris and Z. h. preblei without additional
genetics study (i.e., microsatellite data)? If not, what additional analysis is needed
and why?

(3) What is the importance of potential ecological, behavioral, or physiological
differences between Z. h. campestris and Z. h. preblei in substantiating or refuting
synonomy?

(4) What is the likelihood that the Z. A. preblei is substantially reproductively isolated
from other groups within the Z. hudsonius complex, especially from Z. h. campestris?

(5) Would the loss of what is now Z. h. preblei represent a substantial diminution of the

Z. h. campestris taxon? Its Range? Biological characteristics? Evolutionary legacy?
Other?

In order to assist you in your efforts, we have enclosed the following background information:

(1) A figure illustrating the geographic distribution of mtDNA samples included in
Ramey et al., indicating their assignment into Z. h. pallidus, Z. h. luteus, and
Z h. campestris (including populations assigned to Z. h. preblei) (compiled by
Dr. David J. Hafner, New Mexico Museum of Natural History);
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(2) Maps illustrating the geographic distribution of jumping mice (a) in North America
by species and (b) along the Rocky Mountain front by Z. hudsonius subspecies
(Gary Beauvais, Wyoming Natural Heritage Program);

3) The Final Rule to List the Preble’s Meadow Jumping Mouse as a Threatened Species
(May 13, 1998) (63 FR 26517) (as it outlines the state of the science at the time of
listing); and

(4) A draft of the Preble’s Meadow Jumping Mouse Recovery Plan (which provides the
most recent summary of the subspecies--biology; distribution, abundance, and trends;
threats analysis; and other background information).

We recognize that these are complex issues and, due to the variety of experts we have selected,
one or more questions may be beyond your area of expertise. Should you feel unable to address
any of the above questions, please note this fact and disregard the question. If you require any
additional background information or have any other questions or comments, please contact
Seth Willey with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Denver Regional Office at 303-236-4257.

Please send your reviews by July 30, 2004, to Seth Willey at U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Ecological Services, P.O. Box 25486, Denver Federal Center, Denver, Colorado 80225, or email
them to seth willey@fws.gov. Additionally, please enclose a copy of your vitae for our records.

If for some reason, your ability to participate in this process changes, please inform us as soon as
possible.

Finally, we feel it is incumbent upon ourselves to inform you that the Freedom of Information
Act requires that all information in our files, including your response to the above questions, be
made available to the public upon request.

On behalf of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, thank you for taking time out of your busy
schedule to help us address these complex and difficult questions.

Sincerely,

i

Regional Director

Enclosures



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Mountain-Prairie Region
IN REPLY REFER TO:

FWS/R6 MAILING ADDRESS: STREET LOCATION:
ES Post Office Box 25486 134 Union Blvd.

Denver Federal Center Lakewood, Colorado 80228-1807
Denver, Colorado 80225-0486 ‘

Dr. Brett Riddle JUN 0 3 2004

Department of Biological Sciences
University of Nevada - Las Vegas
4505 Maryland Parkway

Las Vegas, Nevada 89154-4004

Dear Dr. Riddle:

Thank you for your willingness to review the enclosed report entitled, “Testing the Taxonomic
Validity of Preble’s Meadow Jumping Mouse (Zapus hudsonius (Z. h.) preblei)” by Dr. Rob Roy
Ramey II, Dr. Hsiu-Ping Liu, and Lance Carpenter of the Denver Museum of Nature and
Science. In your written review of the report, we ask that you focus on, but not limit yourself to,
the following questions:

(1) Do the morphology, ecology, and mtDNA data presented in the report support the
authors’ conclusions on synomyzing Z. h. campestris and Z. h. preblei?

(2)  Could you support synomyzing Z. k. campestris and Z. h. preblei without additional
genetics study (i.e., microsatellite data)? If not, what additional analysis is needed
and why?

(3) What is the importance of potential ecological, behavioral, or physiological
differences between Z. h. campestris and Z. h. preblei in substantiating or refuting
synonomy? .

(4) What is the likelihood that the Z. h. preblei is substantially reproductively isolated
from other groups within the Z. hudsonius complex, especially from Z. h. campestris?

(5) Would the loss of what is now Z. h. preblei represent a substantial diminution of the

Z. h. campestris taxon? Its Range? Biological characteristics? Evolutionary legacy?
Other?

In order to assist you in your efforts, we have enclosed the following background information:

() A figure illustrating the geographic distribution of mtDNA samples included in
- Ramey et al,, indicating their assignment into Z. A. pallidus, Z. h. luteus, and
Z h. campestris (including populations assigned to Z. h. preblei) (compiled by
Dr. David J. Hafner, New Mexico Museum of Natural History);
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(2)  Maps illustrating the geographic distribution of Jumping mice (a) in North America
by species and (b) along the Rocky Mountain front by Z. hudsonius subspecies
(Gary Beauvais, Wyoming Natural Heritage Program);

3) The Final Rule to List the Preble’s Meadow J umping Mouse as a Threatened Species
(May 13, 1998) (63 FR 26517) (as it outlines the state of the science at the time of
listing); and

4) A draft of the Preble’s Meadow Jumping Mouse Recovery Plan (which provides the
most recent summary of the subspecies--biology; distribution, abundance, and trends;
threats analysis; and other background information).

We recognize that these are complex issues and, due to the variety of experts we have selected,
one or more questions may be beyond your area of expertise. Should you feel unable to address
any of the above questions, please note this fact and disregard the question. If you require any
additional background information or have any other questions or comments, please contact
Seth Willey with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Denver Regional Office at 303-236-4257.

Please send your reviews by July 30, 2004, to Seth Willey at U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Ecological Services, P.O. Box 25486, Denver Federal Center, Denver, Colorado 80225 , Or email
them to seth_willey@fws.gov. Additionally, please enclose a copy of your vitae for our records.
If for some reason, your ability to participate in this process changes, please inform us as soon as
possible.

Finally, we feel it is incumbent upon ourselves to inform you that the Freedom of Information
Act requires that all information in our files, including your response to the above questions, be
made available to the public upon request.

On behalf of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, thank you for taking time out of your busy
schedule to help us address these complex and difficult questions.

Sincerely,

@K/;ﬂ%yc\ (Q }/L%amwff ‘-

Regional Director

Enclosures



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Mountain-Prairie Region

IN REPLY REFER TO:

FWS/R6 MAILING ADDRESS: STREET LOCATION:
ES Post Office Box 25486 134 Union Blvd.
Denver Federal Center Lakewood, Colorado 80228-1807

Denver, Colorado 80225-0486

JUN 0 3 2004
Dr. Jack W. Sites, Jr.
Department of Integrative Biology
Brigham Young University
Provo, Utah 84602

Dear Dr. Sites:

Thank you for your willingness to review the enclosed report entitled, “Testing the Taxonomic
Validity of Preble’s Meadow Jumping Mouse (Zapus hudsonius (Z. h.) preblei)” by Dr. Rob Roy
Ramey II, Dr. Hsiu-Ping Liu, and Lance Carpenter of the Denver Museum of Nature and

- Science. In your written review of the report, we ask that you focus on, but not limit yourself to,
the following questions:

(1) Do the morphology, ecology, and mtDNA' data presented in the report support the
authors’ conclusions on synomyzing Z. h. campestris and Z. h. preblei?

(2)  Could you support synomyzing Z. h. campestris and Z. h. preblei without additional
genetics study (i.e., microsatellite data)? If not, what additional analysis is needed
and why?

(3)  What is the importance of potential ecological, behavioral, or physiological
differences between Z. h. campestris and Z. h. preblei in substantiating or refuting
synonomy?

(4) What is the likelihood that the Z. h. preblei is substantially reproductively isolated
from other groups within the Z. hudsonius complex, especially from Z. h. campestris?

(5) Would the loss of what is now Z. 4. preblei represent a substantial diminution of the

Z. h. campestris taxon? Its Range? Biological characteristics? Evolutionary legacy?
Other? :

In order to assist you in your efforts, we have enclosed the following background information:

(1) A figure illustrating the geographic distribution of mtDNA samples included in
Ramey et al., indicating their assignment into Z. h. pallidus, Z. h. luteus, and
Z h. campestris (including populations assigned to Z. /. preblei) (compiled by
Dr. David J. Hafner, New Mexico Museum of Natural History);
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(2) Maps illustrating the geographic distribution of jumping mice (a) in North America
by species and (b) along the Rocky Mountain front by Z. hudsonius subspecies
(Gary Beauvais, Wyoming Natural Heritage Program);

(3) The Final Rule to List the Preble’s Meadow Jumping Mouse as a Threatened Species
(May 13, 1998) (63 FR 26517) (as it outlines the state of the science at the time of
listing); and

4 A draft of the Preble’s Meadow Jumping Mouse Recovery Plan (which provides the
most recent summary of the subspécies--biology; distribution, abundance, and trends;
threats analysis; and other background information).

We recognize that these are complex issues and, due to the variety of experts we have selected,
one or more questions may be beyond your area of expertise. Should you feel unable to address
any of the above questions, please note this fact and disregard the question. If you require any
additional background information or have any other questions or comments, please contact
Seth Willey with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Denver Regional Office at 303-236-4257.

Please send your reviews by July 30, 2004, to Seth Willey at U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Ecological Services, P.O. Box 25486, Denver Federal Center, Denver, Colorado 80225, or email
them to seth willey@fws.gov. Additionally, please enclose a copy of your vitae for our records.
If for some reason, your ability to participate in this process changes, please inform us as soon as
possible.

Finally, we feel it is incumbent upon ourselves to inform you that the Freedom of Information
Act requires that all information in our files, including your response to the above questions, be

made available to the public upon request.

On behalf of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, thank you for taking time out of your busy
schedule to help us address these complex and difficult questions.

Sincerely,

g 8 @ , [l V?W*f" @

Regional Director

Enclosures
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FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
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IN REPLY REFER TO:

FW MAILING ADDRESS: STREET LOCATION:
ES Post Office Box 25486 134 Union Blvd.
Denver Federal Center Lakewood, Colorado 80228-1807

Denver, Colorado 80225-0486

Dr. Lisette Waits H:‘UN 0 3 2004

Fish and Wildlife Resources
University of Idaho

P.O. Box 441136

Moscow, Idaho 83844-1136

Dear Dr. Waits:

Thank you for your willingness to review the enclosed report entitled, “Testing the Taxonomic
Validity of Preble’s Meadow Jumping Mouse (Zapus hudsonius (Z. h.) preblei)” by Dr. Rob Roy
Ramey II, Dr. Hsiu-Ping Liu, and Lance Carpenter of the Denver Museum of Nature and
Science. In your written review of the report, we ask that you focus on, but not limit yourself to,
the following questions:

(D Do the morphology, ecology, and mtDNA data presented in the report support the
authors’ conclusions on synomyzing Z. h. campestris and Z. h. preblei?

(2)  Could you support synomyzing Z. h. campestris and Z. h. preblei without additional

genetics study (i.e., microsatellite data)? If not, what additional analysis is needed
and why?

(3) What is the importance of potential ecological, behavioral, or physiological
differences between Z. h. campestris and Z. h. preblei in substantiating or refuting
synonomy? "5

(4) What is the likelihood that the Z. h. preblei is substantially reproductively isolated
from other groups within the Z. hudsonius complex, especially from Z. h. campestris?

(5) Would the loss of what is now Z. h. preblei represent a substantial diminution of the

Z. h. campestris taxon? Its Range? Biological characteristics? Evolutionary legacy?
Other?

In order to assist you in your efforts, we have enclosed the following background information:

(1) A figure illustrating the geographic distribution of mtDNA samples included in
Ramey et al., indicating their assignment into Z. 4. pallidus, Z. h. luteus, and
Z h. campestris (including populations assigned to Z. h. preblei) (compiled by
Dr. David J. Hafner, New Mexico Museum of Natural History);
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(2)  Maps illustrating the geographic distribution of jumping mice (a) in North America
by species and (b) along the Rocky Mountain front by Z. hudsonius subspecies
(Gary Beauvais, Wyoming Natural Heritage Program);

(3)  The Final Rule to List the Preble’s Meadow Jumping Mouse as a Threatened Species
(May 13, 1998) (63 FR 26517) (as it outlines the state of the science at the time of
listing); and

4) A draft of the Preble’s Meadow Jumping Mouse Recovery Plan (which provides the
most recent summary of the subspecies--biology; distribution, abundance, and trends;
threats analysis; and other background information).

We recognize that these are complex issues and, due to the variety of experts we have selected,
one or more questions may be beyond your area of expertise. Should you feel unable to address
any of the above questions, please note this fact and disregard the question. If you require any
additional background information or have any other questions or comments, please contact
Seth Willey with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Denver Regional Office at 303-236-4257.

Please send your reviews by July 30, 2004, to Seth Willey at U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Ecological Services, P.O. Box 25486, Denver Federal Center, Denver, Colorado 80225, or email
them to seth_willey@fws.gov. Additionally, please enclose a copy of your vitae for our records.
If for some reason, your ability to participate in this process changes, please inform us as soon as
possible.

Finally, we feel it is incumbent upon ourselves to inform you that the Freedom of Information
Act requires that all information in our files, including your response to the above questions, be

made available to the public upon request.

On behalf of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, thank you for taking time out of your busy
schedule to help us address these complex and difficult questions.

Sincerely,

| %/} (Q y

Regional Director

!

Enclosures



